Dor’t Chew Gum |
And Do Math at Once

" Eprror, Times-DispaTcH:
Regarding “The Ax Falls™
", Beforefurther criticizing the state of
-mathemaztics education, you might want
{0 assess your own capabilities in basic
“arithmetzc. In your editorial concerning
the corredation {or rather, lack thereof)
- of teache=/puipil ratios to math SOL test
- scores, Aunelia’s teacher/pupil ratio of -~
1:A1is ccmpared 1o the purportedly
< “lower” ratio of 1:9.6 for Charles City,

*“and the ’“‘ingher” ratioof 1:14 in Chester-

- field. o
“Althorghit has been a while since I
first learmed fractions, I believe that the
fract;lon Z/9.61s larger (not lower) than
1711, anc that 1/ 14 is lower (not larger)
. .than 1/1’ Lo
- - The ecitorial also cites a targeted bu-
P reaucrats to teachers ratio of 1:4and
. states you “like o see an even higher ra-
tlo g I ascume you meant to say “lower.”
I : RONALDE STAUFFER.
-MmERAL.

| promotion of
i Sen. Ken Sala-
| zar to interior’

cawse of Bennet’s lack of legisla
ive experience, He's never cam- |
~-paigned. ior or held plblic office. -

County Should Consider

Alternative Solutions

Enrroa, Tives-DISPATCH:
- I'read through the Chesterﬁeld

- “County Public Schools Growth Task
" Force's recommendations and want to
" commend the members for their work. It
" outlines a very thoughtful set of recom-
" 'mendations for-the expected growth of .
| students

Though I don’t agree w1th a]l of the

E : recommendations, I respect thework
.that has gone into ‘addressing them. The
three areas where I would Want fo con-

suier further mnovatxon are: ,
ey The accepted use of trallers (253 ,

: traﬂers inour, schools). “Trailers area’
N temporary tool, nota solution.’:

(2) The development of altematlves .

oo '£6 bricks-and-mortar schools; consider’
.| ‘including parents in the solution. Has . -
“-anyone considered providing parents

“who wotld like to stay home and teach

their children the tools and mcentlves

__necessary to do so? It seems tome * - -
i - Chesterfield owes a debt of gratltude to
-those parents Who currently homesch()ol

thEIY kids. S i
(3) The need to mcrease resources :

through taxes and/or a bond referen-- -
" _dum. Given today s economic situation,
- "which in my opinion will be with us for ™
“ “some time, we should be identifying -

ways to live within our budget —not -
finding waysto expand it.

You'can find the task force s presenta-
tion at www.chesterfieldk12.va.us. =~

DoucrLas WILLIAMS.
MIDLOTHIAN.
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